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1. Lesson content – Introduction of the topic; Topic and method relation: 

As one of the many aspects of modern project pedagogy, portfolio offers both teachers and 
the L2 learners (henceforth Ls) an effective means to develop language skills and strengthen 
informal as well as formal language acquisition. The necessity of lifelong learning requires 
Ls to attain and advance their learning strategies, reinforce cognitive competences, and use 
reflection in their learning processes. These lessons inspire Ls to feel responsible for the 
quantity and quality of their general and L2 knowledge, as - to some extent - it is them, who 
define the content and form of the learning material.   
On the other hand, portfolio is also an effective method of assessment and self-assessment 
Thus it also contributes to the development of objective self-esteem and confidence. 
In the first lesson(s) (Portfolio Part 1) Ls clarify the main features of portfolio and then they 
do some of the Treasure Hunting in order to tune in the topic. In the main phase (Portfolio 
Part 2) they do tasks on their own basically at home. In the final phase they introduce their 
portfolio and reflect on it. In order to achieve the above mentioned goals the communicative 
approach is used mainly applying the methods of cooperative language teaching. The topic is 
film related and can be used independently from any course book, however, it was meant to 
be the optional material to Unit 2 New English File Advanced, Oxford. 
 
2. Competences to improve: 

Personal competences Social competences Cognitive competences 

Emotional awareness, self-
esteem, confidence, self-
control, motivation, 
reliability, conscientiousness, 
adaptability, openness, 
creativity, consistence 
 

Cooperativeness, 
communication, appreciation 
of others, team-building 
 

Evocation, critical thinking, 
categorization, analytical and 
applicational skills, 
evaluation (of events, actions 
and characters), reflection on 
one’s own cognitive and 
emotional processes 

 
3. Target group: 
 Secondary and primary school students, young adults, adults. Ages 12 and above. 



 

 

 
4. Preliminaries: 

- Minimum pre-intermediate level of English, preferably intermediate, upper-intermediate or 
advanced. (B1, B2, C1) 
- Preview of the film titled Once Upon a Time in the West (Paramount 1968., directed by 
Sergio Leone, cast: Henry Fonda, Charles Bronson, Jason Robarts, Claudia Cardenale etc)  
 
5. Teaching materials and equipment: 

For the preview: DVD or multimedia player with a Video Display Unit (a TV-set, a monitor 
or a projector). 
For the preparation phase: DVD or multimedia player with a Video Display Unit (a TV-set, a 
monitor or a projector), monolingual dictionaries/Internet, a board, markers, handouts. 
For the portfolio work: anything students find appropriate (printed version: paper, printer, PC 
etc). 
 
6. Comments and remarks: 

L2 learners are expected to activate both their L2 and general knowledge so as to collect and 
arrange information in order to create reflective writing on the given topics and tasks. The 
information is provided both in the target language and their mother tongue, but it is the 
teacher’s choice to decide whether to use both or only the target language. Nowadays, the 
Internet can easily substitute books; nevertheless it may be important to use both printed and 
electronic resources. Ls are expected to share their opinions with their peers too; they have to 
accomplish tasks mainly based on independent research work. The frame and format of their 
activities is the portfolio. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
7. Lesson plan: 

 
Preview of Once Upon a Time in the West 

 

 
 
Pre-Tasks 

 Task 1 
Warming-up task: Have you ever seen or compiled a portfolio? (Ls give details in case of a 
positive answer. In case of a negative answer T switches to task 2. If Ls are familiar with the 
requirements of a portfolio, T switches to task 4.) 
 

 Task 2 
Define the possible meanings of the word ‘portfolio’ in small groups with the help of different 
monolingual dictionaries or using the Internet. (T then listens to the definitions in class work. 
The cooperative structure used here: RoundRobin) 
 

 Task 3 
In the same groups collect the advantages and disadvantages of making a portfolio concerning 
the efficiency of your own learning procedure. (T then listens to the definitions in class work.)  
 
Possible follow-up:  
Ls should make their own Power Point presentations on ‘portfolio’. 
 
 
 



 

 

See photo: 
 

 
 
 
Tasks 

 Task 4 
Here is Task Sheet 1 and the three Resource Handouts with the tasks for the portfolio that 
Ls have to compile. Some of the tasks may be done in a lesson, others are definitely meant to 
be done at home in the form of individual work. First Ls work individually, later they share 
the information they have collected in groups on in class. 
 

 Alternatively:  
T can set a competition among groups; the quickest can be praised. 

 
Task Sheet 1 (Portfolio Part 1) Treasure Hunting 

To answer these questions use the Resource Handouts (1-3) and/or the Internet 

 

Question 1: Which definition of the word ‘western’ do you regard as the best? Why? T asks 
Ls to choose the best definition of ‘western’ from the ones taken from different monolingual 
dictionaries. Ls have to give reasons for their choice.  
Question 2: Which westerns of the most famous ones have you seen? 
Question 3: Have you seen any Italian westerns? Which ones? 
Question 4: By whom and when was the first spaghetti western directed, and what was the 
title of the film? 
Question 5: Find an American actor, who became famous by acting in a spaghetti western. 
Question 6: Look at Resource Handout 1.Find the actor(s) who did not play in Once Upon a 



 

 

Time in the West. 
Question 7: What is the title of the mafia film Sergio Leone directed? 
Question 8: What is the title of the western Clint Eastwood directed? 
Question 9: What is the name of the actor who plays the opponent of Clint Eastwood in the 
above western? 
Question 10: How many Oscars did Clint Eastwood win with this film? 
Question 11: Why is the above mentioned film believed to be the last western? 
Question 12: The photo of Henry Fonda (Resource Handout 3) shows him in a film the title of 
which is not on the handout. Do you happen to recognize it? What is the title of the film? 
 
Resource Handouts (1-3) accompanying Task sheet 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Resource Handout 1 

Content: 4 different definitions for ‘western’  
1 definition for ‘spaghetti western’ 
List of the most famous western films (resource: A film krónikája. Magyar Könyvklub 
Officina Nova 2000 Második, bővített kiadás (henceforth A film krónikája) 143. old)  
or: http: //en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Western_films 
List of the so called spaghetti (Italian) westerns (resource: A film krónikája 378. old) or: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spaghetti_Western 
 

Resource Handout 1 

 

 
 
 



 

 

Resource Handout 2 

Content: Sergio Leone és a macaroni western/article (resource: A film krónikája 348. oldal, 
kép: 143. oldal) 
A legvadabb vadnyugat Itália földjén/article (resource: A film krónikája 378. old) 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Resource Handout 3 

Content:  
Ítélet a műfaj felett – az utolsó western/article (resource: A film krónikája 580. old.) 
A névtelen férfi világhírre tesz szert/article (resource: A film krónikája 397. old.) 
Murphy törvénye/article (resource: A film krónikája 506. old) 
Sergio Leone/short entry (resource: A film krónikája 546. old) 
Tizenkét dühös ember (kép: A film krónikája 143. old.) 
John Wayne/short entry (resource: Oxford Guide to British and American Culture 1999. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press) 

 

 
 



 

 

 Task 5 
Task Sheet 2 (Portfolio Part 2) 

The following tasks have to be done at home doing individual research work. Ls have to be 
reminded not to forget to indicate their resources. By the set deadline Ls have to be ready with 
their portfolio, and have to be ready to show it to others and discuss some of the tasks in class. 
 
Portfolio Task 1: Design a cover page to your portfolio on Once Upon a Time in the West.  
See photos: 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Portfolio Task 2: Find a short biography a) of the director, Sergio Leone and b) the 
actors/actresses in the main roles of the film Once Upon a Time in the West.  
See photo: 

   
 

Optional task:  
Who is your favourite actor? Give reasons in a few sentences. 
 
 
PortfolioTask 3: Collect at least ten opinions about the film.  
 
Optional task:  
Highlight the ones that you agree with and the ones that you disagree with. 
See photo: 



 

 

 
 
 
Portfolio Task 4: Find a review of the film and comment on it in a few sentences. Add 
whether you agree or disagree with it. 
See photos: 
    

     
 



 

 

Portfolio Task 5: Give a short historical background of the era shown in the film. 
See photo: 

 

 
 
 
Portfolio Task 6: Write an essay of about 250 words on how the ‘American Dream’ is 
reflected in the lives of the main characters. In the first paragraph clarify what ‘American 
Dream’ is.  
See photo: 

 
 



 

 

Portfolio Task 7: Show the main differences between Once Upon a Time in the West and the 
features that a classical western can be described by. 
See photo: 

 
 
Portfolio Task 8: How would you describe your emotional involvement and its changes in the 
course of the film? Write a short report on it of about 120-150 words. 
See photo: 
 

      
 
 



 

 

Optional task:  
With the exception of the last task, individually or in pairs choose one of the following tasks, 
or do some research on any other topic you are particularly interested in concerning this film. 
 

 1. The soundtrack of Once Upon a Time in the West. (A short essay of about 150 words.) 
 

 2. On the basis of a review and the trailer of the latest western (e.g.: True Grit, feature 
film 2010. directed by Ethan Coen, Joel Coen, cast: Jeff Bridges, Matt Damon, Hailee 
Steinfield etc) argue why you would or would not like to see it. In case you have seen the 
film, give the reasons that made you see it and give your opinion about it. The cooperative 
structure used here: RallyRobin) 
 

 3. Make a collection of the westerns that have been released since 1990. Indicate the name 
of the director and the time of the release. Choose one and prepare a short presentation on the 
plot. Present your summary in one of the lessons. 
 

4. Find the trailers of the westerns released in the past 6 years, and having seen them 
choose the most convincing one. Give reasons for your choice. 
 

 5. Write a scene to Once Upon a Time in the West, which - for some reason – was left out 
from the final version. Prepare the performance of the scene then act it out. Also say why it 
was cut out. 

 
Post-Tasks 

 Task 6 
Consider and answer the following questions related to your own portfolio.  
 
Which task did you enjoy the most? Why? 
Which task did you find the most tiresome and why? 
What have you learnt about westerns? 
What have you learnt about Once Upon a Time in the West? 
Do you think the film was worth seeing? Why? Why not? 
Who would you recommend this film to? 
Regarding your language skills which ones have been practised the most extensively? 
What words or expressions have you learnt?  
 

 Task 7 
Share your answers to the reflective questions on your portfolio with your classmates in a 
lesson. 



 

 

 Task 8 
Present your optionally chosen topic to the class.  
 
8. Visuals: 

 There is a detailed show of the class-work and many of the activities in the photos. 
 
9. Evaluation and assessment: 

Besides activating their whole arsenal of L2, learners develop a wide range of personal, 
social and cognitive competences. The topic with its authentic audio-visual input, the 
portfolio format and the activities learners are involved in either during the lessons or out of 
class contribute to the development of their cognitive and reflective competences. Ls are also 
invited to create and compile their own materials that render the application of critical 
thinking as well as creativity.  
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