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THE PORTFOLIO AS A POSSIBLE MEANS OF SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION
FILM: ONCE UPON A TIME IN THE WEST
Created by:

ROZSAHEGYI AGNES

1. Lesson content - Introduction of the topic; Topic and method relation:

As one of the many aspects of modern project pedagogy, portfolio offers both teachers and
the L2 learners (henceforth Ls) an effective means to develop language skills and strengthen
informal as well as formal language acquisition. The necessity of lifelong learning requires
Ls to attain and advance their learning strategies, reinforce cognitive competences, and use
reflection in their learning processes. These lessons inspire Ls to feel responsible for the
quantity and quality of their general and L2 knowledge, as - to some extent - it is them, who
define the content and form of the learning material.

On the other hand, portfolio is also an effective method of assessment and self-assessment
Thus it also contributes to the development of objective self-esteem and confidence.

In the first lesson(s) (Portfolio Part 1) Ls clarify the main features of portfolio and then they
do some of the Treasure Hunting in order to tune in the topic. In the main phase (Portfolio
Part 2) they do tasks on their own basically at home. In the final phase they introduce their
portfolio and reflect on it. In order to achieve the above mentioned goals the communicative
approach is used mainly applying the methods of cooperative language teaching. The topic is
film related and can be used independently from any course book, however, it was meant to
be the optional material to Unit 2 New English File Advanced, Oxford.

2. Competences to improve:

Personal competences Social competences Cognitive competences
Emotional awareness, self- Cooperativeness, Evocation, critical thinking,
esteem, confidence, self- communication, appreciation | categorization, analytical and
control, motivation, of others, team-building applicational skills,
reliability, conscientiousness, evaluation (of events, actions
adaptability, openness, and characters), reflection on
creativity, consistence one’s own cognitive and
emotional processes

3. Target group:

Secondary and primary school students, young adults, adults. Ages 12 and above.
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4. Preliminaries:

- Minimum pre-intermediate level of English, preferably intermediate, upper-intermediate or
advanced. (B1, B2, C1)

- Preview of the film titled Once Upon a Time in the West (Paramount 1968., directed by
Sergio Leone, cast: Henry Fonda, Charles Bronson, Jason Robarts, Claudia Cardenale etc)

5. Teaching materials and equipment:

For the preview: DVD or multimedia player with a Video Display Unit (a TV-set, a monitor
or a projector).

For the preparation phase: DVD or multimedia player with a Video Display Unit (a TV-set, a
monitor or a projector), monolingual dictionaries/Internet, a board, markers, handouts.

For the portfolio work: anything students find appropriate (printed version: paper, printer, PC
etc).

6. Comments and remarks:

L2 learners are expected to activate both their L2 and general knowledge so as to collect and
arrange information in order to create reflective writing on the given topics and tasks. The
information is provided both in the target language and their mother tongue, but it is the
teacher’s choice to decide whether to use both or only the target language. Nowadays, the
Internet can easily substitute books; nevertheless it may be important to use both printed and
electronic resources. Ls are expected to share their opinions with their peers too; they have to
accomplish tasks mainly based on independent research work. The frame and format of their
activities is the portfolio.
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7. Lesson plan:

Preview of Once Upon a Time in the West

Pre-Tasks

% Task1

Warming-up task: Have you ever seen or compiled a portfolio? (Ls give details in case of a
positive answer. In case of a negative answer T switches to task 2. If Ls are familiar with the
requirements of a portfolio, T switches to task 4.)

&% Task 2

Define the possible meanings of the word ‘portfolio” in small groups with the help of different
monolingual dictionaries or using the Internet. (T then listens to the definitions in class work.
The cooperative structure used here: RoundRobin)

& Task3
In the same groups collect the advantages and disadvantages of making a portfolio concerning
the efficiency of your own learning procedure. (T then listens to the definitions in class work.)

Possible follow-up:
Ls should make their own Power Point presentations on ‘portfolio’.
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See photo:

What is a portfolio?

Tasks

& Task 4

Here is Task Sheet 1 and the three Resource Handouts with the tasks for the portfolio that
Ls have to compile. Some of the tasks may be done in a lesson, others are definitely meant to
be done at home in the form of individual work. First Ls work individually, later they share
the information they have collected in groups on in class.

e Alternatively:
T can set a competition among groups; the quickest can be praised.

Task Sheet 1 (Portfolio Part 1) Treasure Hunting
To answer these questions use the Resource Handouts (1-3) and/or the Internet

Question 1: Which definition of the word ‘western’ do you regard as the best? Why? T asks
Ls to choose the best definition of ‘western’ from the ones taken from different monolingual
dictionaries. Ls have to give reasons for their choice.

Question 2: Which westerns of the most famous ones have you seen?

Question 3: Have you seen any Italian westerns? Which ones?

Question 4: By whom and when was the first spaghetti western directed, and what was the
title of the film?

Question 5: Find an American actor, who became famous by acting in a spaghetti western.
Question 6: Look at Resource Handout 1.Find the actor(s) who did not play in Once Upon a

e
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Time in the West.

Question 7: What is the title of the mafia film Sergio Leone directed?

Question 8: What is the title of the western Clint Eastwood directed?

Question 9: What is the name of the actor who plays the opponent of Clint Eastwood in the
above western?

Question 10: How many Oscars did Clint Eastwood win with this film?

Question 11: Why is the above mentioned film believed to be the last western?

Question 12: The photo of Henry Fonda (Resource Handout 3) shows him in a film the title of
which is not on the handout. Do you happen to recognize it? What is the title of the film?

Resource Handouts (1-3) accompanying Task sheet 1

——
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Resource Handout 1

Content: 4 different definitions for ‘western’

1 definition for ‘spaghetti western’

List of the most famous western films (resource: A film kronikaja. Magyar Konyvklub
Officina Nova 2000 Mésodik, bovitett kiadas (henceforth A film kronikdja) 143. old)
or: http: //en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List of Western films

List of the so called spaghetti (Italian) westerns (resource: A film kronikaja 378. old) or:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spaghetti Western

Resource Handout 1

Cambridge Intemational Dictinary of English #a&Macmillan English Ato Z text
Dictionary
westorn. /es.ton, tont noun (€]
A wester (alo cowboy film s afimbased on
invented stoiesshout ife in the westofthe US in western
the
Clint Eastwood has been the hero of westerns for
hree decades.

western2 / ‘westan / noun [count]

a film about the western United States in the
1800s, usually with cowsoys
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Resource Handout 2 . o
Content: Sergio Leone ¢és a macaroni western/article (resource: A film kronikéja 348. oldal,

kép: 143. oldal) o
A legvadabb vadnyugat Italia foldjén/article (resource: A film krénikéaja 378. old)

Szakitds minden vadnyugati
hagyomaénnyal: Leone filmje-
ben a torténetnek nincsenck
»tiszta« példaképei, nincsenck
varazslatosan szép tdjak, és hi
nyoznak a romantikus motf
mok is. Ehelyett egy Ujfajtaju
héstipus bukkan fel, aki csak
Onmagdért harcol, és gy6z, mer:
keményebb az ellenfeleinél. Le-
hangol6 szinhelyek, naptél fel-
perzselt tdjak alkotjdk Leone
diszleteit. Az éles effektusok ui
tipust atmoszférdt hoznak 1étre.
amely a hésok batorségat m g
jobban kiemeli. Ezekkel a tulaj-
donsdgokkal Clint Eastwood
fiatal mozildtogatsk gener4cidi-
nak valt eszményképévé. Az el-
kovetkez6 években olasz vad-
nyugati filmek szazait készitik.
de csak igen kevés rendezé ke-
pes a régi vadnyugati filmeknek
€zt az Uj mitoszdt olyan meg-
gybzden kézvetiteni, ahogyan
azt Leone teszi.

Sergio Leone és a
»makaréniwestern«

1964. augusztus. Minden kiils- .
nosebb rekldm nélkiil egy firen-

zei kis moziban bemutatnak egy .
filmet: ezzel kezdédik a »maka- -
réniwestern« diadalmenete. Ser-

gio Leone filmje («<Egy marék-

nyi dolldrért«) meglepetésszert

sikert arat, 16bbek kozott az

USA-ban is.

Magit a torténetet Kuroszava

Akira filmjébél (A testdre, —

1961/329. 0.) kélcsonoziék: a le-

rongyolédott pisztolyos ember.

Joe (Clint Eastwood) megér-

kezik a mexikéi hatdr melletti

San Miguelbe. A varost két, egy-

més ellen gyilolkods csalad

uralja: a mexikéi Rojo testvérek

pélinkaf6z6 csoportja és az ame-

rikai Baxter csaldd, akik viszont

fegyverrel kereskednek. Jo

mindkét csoport szolgélataba

all, st tovibb hecceli ket egy- =~ Egy maréknyi doliérért
mas ellen. Kegyetlen, vérfa- (Olaszorszag)

PER UN PUGNO DI DOLLARI; rendezte:
Sergio Leone, forgatékanyv: Sergio Leone,
D'ucclo Tessari, Victor A. Catena, G. Shock,
fényképezte: Massimo Dallamano,
szereplék: Clint Eastwood, Gian Maria
Volonté, Marianne Koch, José Calvo

Alegvaloibi vadyugat N foidign

gyasztd jelenetek sordn Joe ve- |
gtil is mindkét gonosztevd csa- |
lddot elteszi ldb alél, mivelhogy
»gazemberek voltake.

7

N

1968. Sergio Leone »Volt egyszer
egy vadnyugat« c. filmjével mes-
termiivet alkotott. Eurépa sza-
mos orszdgaban a filmet »a wes-
tern kirdlya«-ként iinneplik, és
orokzold mivészfilmmé valik,
az USA-ban azonban az »olasz
western« klasszikusa csak mér-
sékelt sikert arat.

A »Volt egyszer egy vadnyugat« egyik legismertebb jelenete. A film zenéjét
Ennio Morricone szerezte

Nemzeti Fejlesztési Ugynokség
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A szép Jill (Claudia Cardinale),
a volt prostitualt az 6zvegy far-
merral ko6tott hdzassdga utan 4j
€letetakar kezdeni. Azonban mi-
re megérkezik a farmra, Uj csa-
ladja gyilkossdg dldozativd va-
lik. A gaztettért a felel6sség egy
vastutépitét terhel, aki a foldbi
tokért folytatott kegyetlen kiiz-

delemben a bérgyilkos Frank
(Henry Fonda) szolgélatait vette
igénybe.

Jill azonban tovabb kiizd a fold-
ért: segitséget barataitél, Che-
venne-t6] (Jason Robards), a ka-
landortél és egy titokzatos ide-
gent6l (Charles Bronson) remél-
het. Végiil legyézik a banditakat,
az utols6 harcot Frank és az ide-
gen vivja. A nézSk mar sejtetiék
azt, ami most bizonyossa valik:
amikor az idegen még gyerek
volt, Frank szadista médon meg-
olte a batyjét, és most jotrel a le-
szamolds 6raja.

Ahogy az »Egy maréknyi dollar-
€rte-ban (— 1964. VIIL/348. 0.),
Leone itt sem dolgozik makulat-
lan hésokkel; a f6hései szakadt
ruhaban jarnak, nem ismernek
morilt a bosszin és egyfajta
sajdtos lojalitason kiviil — még
Henry Fonda, a hollywoodi sztar
is hagyomanyos szerepkorébsl
(becsiiletes ember) kilépve mint
gyilkos 1j arcat mutatja.

A szerepldk és a kitiné képek
mellett hozzdjarult a sikerhez
Ennio Morricone zenéje, mely
hanglemezen is igen nagy sikert
aratott.

Volt egyszer egy vadnyugat
(Olaszorszag)

C'ERA UNA VOLTA IL WEST (olasz-USA);
rendezte: Sergio Leone, forgatokanyv:
Sergio Donati, Sergio Leone, fényképezte:
Tonino Delli Colli, szereplGk: Henry Fonda,
Charles Bronson, Claudia Cardinale, Jason
Robards
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Resource Handout 3

Content: o
ftélet a miifaj felett — az utolsd western/article (resource: A film kronikaja 580. old.)

A névtelen férfi vilaghirre tesz szert/article (resource: A film kronikéja 397. old.)
Murphy torvénye/article (resource: A film kr()ni.kéj'a 506. old)

Sergio Leone/short entry (resource: A film kronikdja 546. old)

Tizenkét dithds ember (kép: A film kronikéja 143. old.) .

John Wayne/short entry (resource: Oxford Guide to British and American Culture 1999.

Oxford: Oxford University Press)

itélet a miifaj felett — az utols6 western

Aonévtclen forficvitghiree
tsis

1992. Clint Eastwood, a holly- 8 Clint Eastwood e
woodi akci6hés és filmrendez6, jdtssza az dltala Személyiséy
»Nincs bocsdnat« cimt film- rendezett westernfilm

Clint Eastwood (* San Fran-
cisco, 1930. V. 31.) 1954-ben
kotott szerzédést az Uni-
versallal. Négy évvel késGbb
mint a »Rawhide« c. wes-
ternsorozat cowboya a kép-
erny6 éllandé szerepléje lett;
asorozatota CBS hét éven 4t
sugdrozta. Val6jiban a Ser-
gio Leone rendezte »olasz
western«-ek tették sztarra.
Hiéromszor is jétszotta
a kifejezé
arcu figurdt osszerdgott szi-
varralaszdjéban,a»névtelen
férfic-t ("Egy maréknyi dol-
ldrérte, — 1964/348. 0.; »Par
dollarral t6bbérte, 1965; »A
j6, a rossz és a csifc, —
1966/364. 0.). Késébb mint
»Piszkos Harry« az amerikai
nagyvdrosok védelmez6ijé-
nekszerepében aratottjelen-
6s sikert.

jében megfosztja hési mitoszatol
a western-miifajt. Alkotdsdnak
mivészi szinvonalat a kritiku-
sok igen magasra értékelik, €s
hdrom Oscar-dijat is kap.
A filmben Eastwood Bill Mun-
ny, a retiegett revolverhds szere-
DEL jatssza, aki dzvegyen, meg-
torten €s oregen éldegél. Fekete
baratjaval (Morgan Freeman)
még egyszer nagy villakozasba
kezd: iild6z6be vesznek két test-
vért, akiknek a fejére egy pros-
titudlt silyos béntalmazasaért
vérdijat tliztek ki.
Munny, az egykori kényortelen
gyilkos, megbizatésat kezdetben
békés eszkozokkel szeretné vég-
rehajtani, de a kérnyezetébél ér-
kez6 provokaciok miatt — [Gként
a cinikus seriff, Little Bill Dag-
gett (Gene Hackman) részérél —
mér nincs més Kitt a szdmara:
megkezdGdik az er6szakos, dra-
mai végkifejletd leszamolas.
Filmjében Eastwood drnyalt
1 é igyekszik feltérni az

f6szerepét, Bill Munny|
alakjat. A megvénult
és egyediil maradt
egykori revolverhés
még egyszer akciéba
indul fekete barétja-
val, hogy két elvete-
millt fickot kézre
keritsen.

Az 1930-ban San
Franciscéban sziile-
tett Clint Eastwood

pekben érte el holly-
woodi sikereit. Egyéb-
ként egy filmgyérto
tarsasdg tulajdonosa
(Malpaso), és mar

20 éve rendez is.

Els6 filmjét, a »Play
Misty For Me«-t
1971-ben forgatta

rendelkeznek. Eastwood sze-
rencsés médon nem esik bele
abba a hibdba, hogy héseibsl
balva

faragjon, és czzel

A »Nincs bocsanat« 75 millié
dolldros h dval foliilmulta a
‘Warner Bros. reményeit.

R is hii marad a
western-miifajhoz, mint az
»Nincs bocsdnat«-ban  is,
amely 6t Oscar-dijat nyert

Nincs bocsénat (USA)

emberek kozotti erészak kelet-
kezését és elterjedését, amelyek
az emberek multjdban gydke-
reznek, akik mar sem perspekti-
véval, sem valésagérzékkel nem

Murphy térvénye

MURPHY'S LAW; rendezte: J. Lee Thompson,
6kGnyv: Gail Morgan Hickman,

fénykeépezte: Alex Phillips, szereplék:

Charles Bronson, Kathleen Wilhoite, Carrie

Snodgress, Robert F. Lyons

i)
: 1A
i

Az Gregeds rendér, Jack Murphy
(Charles Bronson) a padléra kerdlt,
ami6ta felesége elhagyta. Réadssul a
munkéjdban sincs rendben semmi.
Szolgilati fegyverével megslik a fele-
't és annak szeretGjét. Mi sem ter-
mészetescbb, mint hogy kollégai a gyil-
kossagok alapos gyantjaval ot tartéz-
tatjék le. Egy ifji autofeltors tolvajné
(Kathleen Wilhoite) segitségével sike-
rul megszoknie a vizsgalati fogségbol.
Kettesben jarva probaljak a gyilkossdg
inditékait kideriteni.

Mindvégia izgalmas, profi médon
megrendezett thriller. Erdekessége a
szokatlan szerepléparos.

Nemzeti Fejlesztési Ugynokség

késobbi megdicséiilésiiket lehe-
16VE tegye.

Awestern dehcroizalasdért film-
jét szdmos kritikus a mifaj tor-
ténetében hatdrkének tekinti.

Eastwood,

Sergio Leone (*Réma, 1929.1 3,
T Roma, 1989. IV 30.). Az olasz rende.
26 és producer a western és a neorea
lizmus clemeibdl fejlesztette ki sajat
misztikus stilusdt. Nemzetlozi hirne-
veta gyakran lekicsinyléen »italo-wes-
tern«-nek nevezett filmjeivel szerzetw
(L Nolt egyszer egy vadnyugate, —
1968/378. 0. és a monumentilis maf-
fiatoriéner (Nolt egyszer cgy Ame.
rikac, — 1984/493. 0.).

UMFT infovonal: 06 40 638 638

NEU

nfu@meh.hu o www.nfu.hu

UNFORGIVEN; rendezte: Clint Eastwood,
forgatékényv: David Webb Peoples,
tenykepezte: Jack N. Green, szereplk: Clint
Gene Hackman, Morgan Freeman,
dijak: Oscar-dij (1993) a filmnek, a rendezonek
&s aférfi mellékszereplonek (Gene Hackman)

(= 1993/580. 0.).

John 'Wayne /'wem/
(1907-79) a US actor who

popular
Duke’ or
&

John Wayne

films included Fort Apache (1948), The Searchers
(1956), The Alamo (1960), which he also directed and
produced, and 7rue Grit (1969), for which he won an
*Oscar. Wayne was criticized by some people for his
support of the *Vietnam War.
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& Tasks

Task Sheet 2 (Portfolio Part 2)
The following tasks have to be done at home doing individual research work. Ls have to be
reminded not to forget to indicate their resources. By the set deadline Ls have to be ready with
their portfolio, and have to be ready to show it to others and discuss some of the tasks in class.

Portfolio Task 1: Design a cover page to your portfolio on Once Upon a Time in the West.
See photos:
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Portfolio Task 2: Find a short biography a) of the director, Sergio Leone and b) the
actors/actresses in the main roles of the film Once Upon a Time in the West.
See photo:

Optional task:
Who is your favourite actor? Give reasons in a few sentences.

PortfolioTask 3: Collect at least ten opinions about the film.
Optional task:

Highlight the ones that you agree with and the ones that you disagree with.
See photo:
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Portfolio Task 4: Find a review of the film and comment on it in a few sentences. Add
whether you agree or disagree with it.
See photos:
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Portfolio Task 5: Give a short historical background of the era shown in the film.
See photo:

Portfolio Task 6: Write an essay of about 250 words on how the ‘American Dream’ is
reflected in the lives of the main characters. In the first paragraph clarify what ‘American
Dream’ is.

See photo:
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Portfolio Task 7: Show the main differences between Once Upon a Time in the West and the
features that a classical western can be described by.
See photo:

Portfolio Task 8: How would you describe your emotional involvement and its changes in the
course of the film? Write a short report on it of about 120-150 words.
See photo:
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Optional task:
With the exception of the last task, individually or in pairs choose one of the following tasks,
or do some research on any other topic you are particularly interested in concerning this film.

& 1. The soundtrack of Once Upon a Time in the West. (A short essay of about 150 words.)

8 2. On the basis of a review and the trailer of the latest western (e.g.: True Grit, feature
film 2010. directed by Ethan Coen, Joel Coen, cast: Jeff Bridges, Matt Damon, Hailee
Steinfield etc) argue why you would or would not like to see it. In case you have seen the
film, give the reasons that made you see it and give your opinion about it. The cooperative
structure used here: RallyRobin)

& 3. Make a collection of the westerns that have been released since 1990. Indicate the name
of the director and the time of the release. Choose one and prepare a short presentation on the
plot. Present your summary in one of the lessons.

& 4. Find the trailers of the westerns released in the past 6 years, and having seen them
choose the most convincing one. Give reasons for your choice.

&% 5 Write a scene to Once Upon a Time in the West, which - for some reason — was left out
from the final version. Prepare the performance of the scene then act it out. Also say why it
was cut out.

Post-Tasks

3 Task 6
Consider and answer the following questions related to your own portfolio.

Which task did you enjoy the most? Why?

Which task did you find the most tiresome and why?

What have you learnt about westerns?

What have you learnt about Once Upon a Time in the West?

Do you think the film was worth seeing? Why? Why not?

Who would you recommend this film to?

Regarding your language skills which ones have been practised the most extensively?
What words or expressions have you learnt?

&5 Task7
Share your answers to the reflective questions on your portfolio with your classmates in a
lesson.
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& Task 8
Present your optionally chosen topic to the class.

8. Visuals:

-ﬁi There is a detailed show of the class-work and many of the activities in the photos.

9. Evaluation and assessment:

Besides activating their whole arsenal of L2, learners develop a wide range of personal,
social and cognitive competences. The topic with its authentic audio-visual input, the
portfolio format and the activities learners are involved in either during the lessons or out of
class contribute to the development of their cognitive and reflective competences. Ls are also
invited to create and compile their own materials that render the application of critical
thinking as well as creativity.

10. Related Works:
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